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Question 2 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A humanist can be described as an individual who uses approach that is based on moral value, ethical principles and control of human experience. The three major authors who are commonly known as humanists are Machiavelli, Castiglione and Erasmus. Niccolo Machiavelli can be described as a humanist due to the fact that he has targeted human nature in his writing of “the Prince”. In his work, Machiavelli has introduced the idea of dishonesty and cruelty as essential in holding power over a state. Machiavelli identifies the need to maintain power through the control of the morality. Secondly, Castiglione can be identified as a humanist due to the use of human energy and brilliance in controlling others. According to Castiglione’s work “The Book of the Courtier” he organized several human views and ideologies to help one become a perfect gentleman. Castiglione succeeds in identifying human weaknesses and the need to ensure that those weaknesses have been managed so as to improve human control over the people. Desiderius Erasmus can also be described as a humanist who lived during the time of the Renaissance.  Erasmus in (The Praise of Folly, trans. Hudson, pp. 7-125) provides several ideologies on how humans should live while reaffirming the need to emphasize on the Christian ideals. 
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